
NEW PLANS TO END

FREIGHT CONGESTION

Joint Committee to Expose Of-

fenders nml Lay Emlmi-g-

Against Them.

fiOVKHXMENT IS GUILTY

Enormous War Department
Shipments Clutter Yards
I. S. May Build Terminal.

in older to relieve an Intolerable con-
dition of freight congestion within ana
upon the fringe of this port, a Joint
committee made up of representatives of
the Interstate Commerce Commission
the 1'ubllc Service. Commission for theFirst District, New Yotk. nnd tho 1'ubllcunities Commission of New Jefsov has
been formed nnd has already dono mucl
It announced josterday, to alleviate the
blockade.

The Joint commltlec Includes Interstate
Commerce Commissioner James P. Harlun.
Public Service Commissioner Travis II
Whitney nnd Public Utilities Commls-lone- r

Rals W. II. Dongcs. After a week's
InveMUatlon and after receiving thereports of forty Inspector who scrtitl-nlzc- devery pier and freight yard ylthln
the metropolitan district, tho joint com-
mittee finds the United State Govcfn"-me- nt

is not tho least of th offenders.
Delays In unloading cars nnd other

of red tape slowness) have been
taken ip with the War Department by
tho committee and Improvement 1r
promised.

Committer to te 1U Powers.
Investigation by tho committee ls

a serious but by no means
Incurablo situation. The committee ban
potters sufficient to compel observance
of Its orders and those power.". It statedyesterday. It means to exert with all
firmness. It was announced that
active steps have been already taken
to secure hearty cooperation between
regulatory commissions and the railroads.
It was also commented upon yesterday
hat Tederal control of the railroads

ihould simplify the congestion problem.
A beginning was made In the Investi-

gation here by sending out forty Inspec-
tors under C. C. Semple, special agent
of the Interstate Commerce Commission :
James Mayherry. Jr.. chief Inspector of
the New Jersey commission, nnd J. 1 H.
De Wlndt. chief of the transit bureau of
the Public Service Commission. Their
ttork was to examine and check up the
freight cars In the various yards In and

round New Tork city to determine the
length of time that cars are being held
before being unloaded: to ascertain
shlch consignees are the most flagrant
In the abuse of freight cars for storage
purposes, and to see whether by any
rearrangement of the routing greater
fieedom of movement could be had.

The Joint committee announced yes-
terday It Is sendlAfe out a special appeal
and warning to consignees that cars
must be unloaded as rapidly as they are
received. In order that side tracks may
not be blocked and freight cars withheld
from service. The railroads maintain
'.hero already has been a substantial im-
provement in this respect on tho part of
shippers, but data In the hands of the
Joint committee Indicate that there is
room for considerable additional Im-
provement.

Pnbllc Exposure Threatened.
New Tork city shippers are particu-

larly urged to remove their goods from
cars immediately, upon receipt of notice.
An Investigation of the Thirty-secon- d

street yard of tho New York Central
Railroad, made on December 22, 1S17,
hows there were eighty cars containing

potatoes cabbage, turnips, beets and
onions, cars which had been delayed In
unloading for many days; one since
November 16, even ; and all of which had
exceeded their free time for unloading.

Public exposure will be tried as one
of the means of disciplining consignees
that violate the orders of the Joint com-
mittee. The committee soon will begin
to publish the names of recalcitrant con-
signees. This is necessary because, the
Joint committee states, the abuse has be-
come flagrant. As an example of the
abuse of railroad equipment, there isr1 a
car loaded with copper In one of the
railroad yards of New Tork which has
been reconslgncd fifteen times, and Is
not yet unloaded.

A circular letter addressed to con-
signees warns them It 1 imperative that
shipments be unloaded and disposed of
Immediately upon arrival of cars. Con- -
Ignees are requested to notify the Joint

committee of the approximate time re-
quired for the complete removal of con-
signments and to state reasons for any
delay.

Among the corrective measures the
Joint committee has In mind. It Is under-
stood, are the following;:

First An embargo to be ordered
gainst persistent offenders, one that

will absolutely prevent them from ship-rin- g

or receiving goods. The Joint com-
mittee has no doubt that such an order
can be enforced under Government con-
trol of the railroads.

Second Limitation or complete with-
drawal of the.', right of reconslgnment,
which would prevent speculative ship-
pers and profiteers diverting goods to'
markets which offer prices better than at a
offered In the point of first consignment

Third Enforcement of rules that ter-
minals, yards, piers, e., must be kept
clear and free of material.

Fourth Exposing the names of Indi-
viduals and concerns which fall to obey
the rules.

AIR RAID REPULSED.

Official Report Sara 11 Enemy
Machines Were Broach Dona,
Rome, Dec. 27. Eleven Austro-Ger-ma- n

airplanes have been brought down
by tho Rrltlsh and Italian forces in a
big aerial battle which developed when
the Teutons made an unsuccessful at-
tempt to bomb Trevlso, sixteen miles
north of Venice. Announcement" to this

rct was made officially to-d- by the
Italian War Office as follows:

Along the whole front there were
enly artillery actions, which were
more Intense on the Aslago Plateau,
where our batteries made effective
concentrations of fire and kept under
their barrage several sections of the
enemy nines.

A big aerial battle. In which Brit-
ish and Italian chasing squadrons and

ft artillery participated,
was fought yesterday over Trevlfo.
in the morning twenty-fiv- e enemy
machines, under cover of the base,
arrived over our aviation camp to the
west of the city and began to bom-
bard it. The hostile aircraft were re-

vived with a violent antl-atccra- ft

tire and, attacked Impetuously by air-pla-

which ascended from the qamp,
were forced to retire before having
carried 0ut the operation. Eight of
tbe. enemy machines were brought
down. ,

Later, another hostile squadron of
'Iglit machines made an attempt
again, but was faced over Monte

, and forced to ret lie, losing
thieo machines.

, Of the eleven enemy airplanes
brought down eight fell Inside our
linen and three within the enemy
lln... All our machines returned to

' their base. Tho damago caused by
( the bombardment was Jinlgnlflcant.

U.S. CONTROL SEEN

AS AID TO ROADS

Wall Street Interprets It to
Assure Solvent Lines' In-

terest Payments.

Wfl HELP FINANCIALLY

Takes Harden of Flnn.tc.iig
Betterments nnd Maintenance

Costs Off Officials'.

Wall Street took Its pencil and pad
yesterday early nnd began figuring upon
Just exactly what the President's order
taking over the lallroads of the country
to-d- will mean to the roads and to
the persons who have Invested In thelf
securities.

Tho answer to, the question that was
asked In every financial olllco In thetown camo on the cicst of a 1.132,100
share day on tho Stock Exchange, dur-ing which tho roads showed consistentadvances, rarnlnc all tho way to ll'inet for Baltimore and Ohio, with theother stocks giving plain token that the
Presidential guarantee had added mill-
ions UDOIl mllllnnn in f ...I.... -
the transportation list.u was not all milk and honey In thefiguring, however, atid while it win per-rect- ly

apparent that such lines ns theAtchison, Chesapeake nnd Ohio, North-
western, Delaware and. Hudson, Lacka-wanna. Clrm v, rut r .. i-- .
Louisville and Nashville. New York
icwrai, Pacific, Pennsylvania.
Southern Railway nnd Union Pacific
WOUlrl lift nhln tn malrtlnln .KaI. .41. .1- -
dends as long as tho war lasted, there

uuier roans inai nave not during the
last three years done so. well and they
will not come In for the same assurance.

Interest Payments Protected.
The Wall Street conclusion was that

the President' guaranty of the payment
of tho average earnings of the roads
for the last three years meant that all
the roads which ha-- i been solvent dur-
ing that time would have- their Interest
payments protected by the Government's
pledge.

The Street figured on both the divi-
dend paying and the pay-
ing lines. In one group, including five
dividend payers and three that had not
paid, the wise men of the district calcu-
lated what would be the approximate
balance available o.-- the common stock,
the average net after taxes have been
paid, as stipulated by the President, and
the percentage which will be. earned
after the ts.es and preferred dividends
huve been paid.

These figure' were based upon the
supposition that tho operating costs
would remain nt about the same levels
that obtained during the fiscal year of
191". Tho three representative

roads were tacked onto the list
for the .purpose of making the combina-
tion serve as a key and a guide to the
general effect of the new order.

This key tablo Is printed elsewhere.
Taking nt random other roads and

fHurlng their actual earnings nn their
common stock for the three years, the
1917 earnings being estimated. In casea
where the fiscal year had been changed
to end December 31. some of the experts
showed the dividends now oald nnd the
actual amounts earned on the common
stocks for the three years.

Stabilises Values and Credits.
Viewed from this standpoint the cal-

culation looks like ttfls:
P't

tllV.l
rlt.

1517. o6. 113. n.o.
t licllle L Ohio. . U. t W.SS t.;l 4
t I A SI I'mil 1.0 7. SI 3.-- H 4
Chi & XortlmcHt ..10.4 It. I 7 H 7
Del & HibUim. .. . 17.0 !i.7S 14. y
Del, L & V CS.SJ IS.dl yi
lit Northern .M 11. M H.77 7
til Centrtl u,t9 10.70 6.H 7

& Xiih .'.0i 6.7., 7
New lliren l.Wi 2.7.". 1.47
Nor k Wettrrn 13. IJ 17.2 S.77 7
North Polno 13.9 JA.S7 J.J' 7
Kanmi ntr So M l.ll 3.1J 4

l.ehlfli vlle .! m. 10.4". 7'j
Reading ...U.3 S.3 S. 1 4

Preferred.
But the main Inspiration or the mar-

ket was the assurance from Washington
that the Interests of tne shareholders
would be safeguarded, and It was the
general view that the action taken
would have the effect of stabilizing the
values and the credits of th roads

One of the chief factors In the
of the case was the pledge

to, keep up the roads, provide new roll-
ing stock where It Is necessary, build
whatever new terminals are required
and In general provide the maintenance
account that had been h sourco of
some worry.

It had been pointed out time and time
.again that the roads annually require
enormous sums for betterment ,and
maintenance, and that these sums had
to come from tho financing of the various
propositions, with the public as the
final provider of the funds. Leading
railroad men had called attention to
the extreme difficulty that attended the
flotation of new propositions at the time
that the Government was In the market
for money, and the taking of this load
from managerial shoulders was one of
the most Important and far reaching
considerations of the entire day's specu-
lation concerning the Government's now
venture and its ultimate effect

There Is now, said the Wall Street
folk, no necessity for the roads to go
Into the market for new funds to meet
the constantly Increasing demands for
betterments, maintenance and increased
cost of operation. This situation, coupled
with the guaranty of Interest charges
on what obligations are now outstand-
ing, was the underlying reason for the
cheerful tone of the market in making
Ita practical, trading post comment upon
the whole matter. .

ALLIES SHOOT DOWN
11 GERMAN PLANES

Air Raid on Italian Front
Cornea to Crimf.

Ity the Anoclaltd Preti.
lTALIAH AnUT 1 lEAOQU ARTKRS IN

with an extensive list of killed or
Northern Italt, Dee. 27. One of the
heaviest air raids the enemy has at-

tempted on this front' came to grief yes-
terday when nearly half of, a fleet of

I twenty-fiv- e airplanes was destroyed,
I wounded.

The big fleet swept over the camp west
of Trevlso at 8 o'clock yesterday .morn-
ing, flying low and discharging machine
guns. Considerable damage wan done.
Notwithstanding the surprise, the Italian
and British machines were soon In the
air and engaged the enemy at close quar-
ters. The fighting was most spectacular,
eight of tho enemy cars being brought
down, six of them falling within the
Italian lines. Tho other machines beat
a hasty retreat.

The raiders, however, returned at It
o'clock and three more were disposed
of, two falling In thin attack Inddo the
Italian lines. An observer, who has Just
returned, says that the scene of the
conflict Is covered with wreckage of the
enemy aircraft.

One of the machines brought down
was a dreadnought carrying three per-
sons; tho others carried two. Alb of
these men were killed, wounded or cap-

tured, . ...
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SIR ROSSLYN WEMYSS.

Famous naval expert, who succeeds Sir John Jellicoe in important
post, is shown on the deck of his flag ship. The former commander of
the British fleet will retire to private life.

KAISER PLANS TO

MAKE RUSSIA PAWN

i

Confirmed from First Pope.

the time. They solemnly declare their
resolve immediately to sign terms ofpeace which will stop this war on theanove term, equally Jut to nil bel-
ligerents without exception.

"It Is neoesssry. however, to Indi-
cate most clearly that the proposals ofthe Russian delegation could be realized
Only In case all the Powers participat-
ing In the war obligate themselves
scrupulously to adhere to the terms In
common with all pecplcs.

'The Powers of the quadruple alliance
now negotiating with Russia cannot "rn,:"10na ru.n" l" u!,ea P" '"images
of course, onesided!- - bind themselves to ?Bil nn Wnlc person-- He had no ob-su-

terms, not havlnc the irtiarnnt. jectlon to Germany s request that her
that Russia's allies will recocnlio nn,t
carry out. these terms honestly without
reservation with regard to the quadruple
alliance.

Dlscnssrs ftnsslan Term.
"Starting upon these principles, andregarding the six clauses proposed bvthe Ruslan delegation ns a basis ofnegotiations, the following must be

stated:
"Clause 1 Forcible annexation of

lerrimries seneu auring tne war docs notenter Into the Intentions of the allied
Powers. About troops now occupying
seized territories It must be stipulated
In the peace treaty. If there Is no agree-
ment before, regarding the evacuation
of these places.

"Clause 2 It I not the Intention of
the allies to deprive the political inde-
pendence of those nations which lost it
during the war.

"Clause 3 The Question of Rtibjectlon
to that or the other country of those
nationalities who have not political In-

dependence cannot. In the opinion of the
Potveis of the quadruple alliance, be
solved Internationally. Jn thW cn It
"tnust be solxed by each Government
together with Its peoples In a manlier
established by the Constltutlon.- -

' Clause 4 Likewise. In nrcordar
with the declarations of statesmen of
the quadruple alliance, the protection of
the rights of minorities constitutes an
essential component part or the con- -
stltutlonal rights nf peoplen to self- -
determination. The allied Governments
also grant validity to this principle every- -
where. In yo far as It W practically
realizable.

Renunciation of Indemnities.
"Clans,. 5 The allied Powers

frequently emphasized the pos'slhliltv
that both Ides might renounce not only
Indemnification for war costs but alfo In- -
demnification for war damages. Jn
these belligerent

houth.
Its c,"' Kalcd'"

prisoners ,,avo
'oss!ck Government,

acts themselves
tlon moderates

Workmen's
Government's
or a fund for thlH purpose could
bo taken consideration only
other belligerent Powers were Join
In the peace negotiations a suit- -,

able period.
"Clausc 6 Of four allied Powers

Germany alone possesses colonies. On
the part of German delegation, In
full with the Russian proposals
rcgarding that, the following declared:

return of colonial territories
forcibly seized during the war constitutes
an essential part German demands,

Germany cannot renounce under
any circumstances. Likewise, the
slan demand for Immediate evacuation
of territories by an adversary
conforms to German Intentions. Having
In view the nature of the colonial terrl- -
tories of Germany, the realization of the
right of
above outlined considerations. In the
form proposed by the Russian delegation

at present practically impossible.

Calls German Loyul.
"The circumstance that In the German

colonies the natives, notwithstanding the
greatest difficulties and the improbabil-
ity of victory In s against
adversary many times stronger nnd who

the advantage of unlimited Import
by sea, remained in gravest circum-
stances faithful to their German friends,
may servo of their attachment
and their resolve nil means to pre
serve allegiance to Germany,

by Its significance nnd
far superior any expression of popular

'The principles of economic relations
proposed by the Russian delegation In
connection with the above six clauses
are approved wholly by the delegations
of the allied Powers, who always have

any restrictions and
, ,?en,Ti, S.TS h

or.Sun
" "

concerned, one of the most important
UUIIIIIIIUII .VI. U.,..n...f ....MM. ,tllJ
relations between the Powers now en-

gaged In war."'
Chairman Ioffo of the Russian delega

expressed gratification at the will
lngnesa of Germany to peace,
on the basis of no annexations, no In -
demnltles the of
pies, but pointed out that the l-

tlon of peoples within the limits grantd
constitutions, as by tho

reply, was not comrlete.

Blast Consider Mltle Nations.
Renouncing the application of the

right of tho stronger nation with regard
territories occupieu uuring we war,"

he said, "tho rowers of Uie quadruple.

THE SUN,

'snsnasnaCT'

of British Admiralty

alliance at the same time give all their
opponents 1111 Immediate peace ground.
They atllrm that the right of tho
stronger, after unprecedented bloodshed,
shall bo preserved with nl' Its Integrity

each of the countries with re-
gard for little and oppressed nationali-
ties.

"The war cannot end without the vio-
lated liahts of tho.e nationalities being
reestablished. The Russian delegation
Insists that thos nationalities must In
the very next pence treaty establishing
a general peace, among all nationalities
receive, on the basis of International
ngreement. guarantees that their lawful
rights will be protected. Tho lapse of
tlmejn no case legnllxes the violation of
one people by another."

Regarding compensation for main-
tenance nf prisoners of war, the Russian
chairman said It might be as
an Indemnity. Ho Insisted that an ln- -

colonic be evacuated by Hntentc troops,
Russia s delegation, he stated In fin-

ishing, notwithstanding differences of
opinion, thought that the flennaii dec-
laration that t.crmany has no aggressive
plans the possibility of
Immediate beginning of negotiations for
a general peace all belligerents.
Ho proposed a ten days recess until i

January 'so that the peoples whose
Governments have not yet Joined In the
negotiations for a general peace may
have nn opportunity to acquaint them-
selves with the principles of such a
peace a now being established."

"At tho expiration of the Indicated
time," he declared, "the negotlatlpns
must be resumed, disregarding whether

not other belligerent have Joined In
the negotiations many." '

next session of the conference
ret for Wednesday.

COSSACKS DIVIDED.
IIiiNIm-- 11.1 I'rme Progress

Will Strriirtthen Them.
I.iiNPu.v, Doc. 27. The pingrcm of Ihe

peace negotiations Is perud have
a large Influence Internal conditions

Russia and the fighting in the
wliete the poltlon of Is Mill ob- -

trulp- - Ulori,inc , " ,"- - available
Infcirmatlon learning London, the Rol- -
shovlk fommbMlnniTS. Ill- - concentration
"f how. Ttirces iignlnal the is be.
,nK onl feebly conducted, are counting
upon two thliiKs to Hrcngtheti their po

Klrst, the chance of seeming a
. peace acceptable tn Ihe country as a I

!" ,,1vcrlTl?1,,,,c 'vl,,cn1t "r mi?'',n,m? )mZ ho?" ' ,e nllilkl;
the existence of in

sMeruble lines, clnsfres and cleavages

"ier is aoie to preserve oraer In mo
country. The Bolshevlkl nre said
lln speculating on still further
spread uf the levolulluiiury feellps
among the Cossacks against their
crnls and among the Ukrainians against
the bourgeoisie.

A general army congress Is sitting
at the headquarters to or- -
ganlzc a central war committee. This
congress has confirmed tho election of,
Knslgn Krylenko ns commander in.
enter.

Through French sources It Is reported
that the administration is
powerless revlctual I'ctrograd, which
now possesses only the barest reserves
of food. All railway communication
with the rich grain provinces In
Don territory and Ukraine has been cut
or disorganized.

The Central Powers have rejected the
Polish claim bo represented at the
peace conferences at llrest-t.ltovs- but
according to the Frankfurter Zetfiiw
the delegates at Ilrest-Litovt- Include
lepresentatlves of the Ukraine republic.

Rcuter's Amsterdam correspondent
says that Count Czernln nt Ilrest-LJtovs- k.

In concluding his pence address dealing'!
with economic questions, said: I

"W'o are to enter Into negotia-
tions with nil our enemies, but In order

avoid unnecessary loss of thn the
allies (Teutonic) nre ready to enter Into
Ihe consideration of those specific points
"lc examination or which seems In any

, case necessary for both the Russian
Government and the allies (Teutonic)."

REDMOND THANKS IRISH IN U. S.

Acknowledge Fond for
Aicalnst German Propaganda.

Ciiicaoo, Dec. 27. T. P. O'Connor to."x1 Uom Joh Redmond ' leaderof'the ,rIsn .Xatlonallllt party
British Parliament, a cable acknowledg-- .
,ent of ,5M00 Mnt from America
the flret Instalment of tho fund now be
Ing raised In tho United States to help
the Constitutional Nationalist party in
Ireland In its struggle against

and extremist propaganda.
In his cablegram sir. Redmond ex- -n,.... rratltiul tVllsl valnakl. ...

, port from America and congratulated
Mr. O'Connor on the success of his
mission.

Mr. O'Connor expects that within the
next few an additional 160,000 or
170,000 will be sent to Ireland.

The lead of the Irish Fellowship Club
of Chicago In raising funds for the move- -
mcnt. Mr. O'Connor says, has been of
the greatest to the cause rep

J resented &jrIr, Ke4iaoal ItvIreUnd,

I,....1"1'' ""lc woum inuurc tt.c nation

circumstances every '''f" supporters of the Kal- - i

Power would have only to make Indent-- , ld'n "'uv'-men- l In the ,

nlflcatlon for expenditure for na- -' Is reported recently to,
tlonals who have become of resigned the leadership of tho
war, as well for damage done in Its while tho Cos-ow- n

territory by illegal of force nckH nre divided, a largo i

committed against civilian nationals be- - of the being
to the enemy. The Russian, desirous of fighting tho ami

proposal for the creation Soldiers' Government so long as the
special
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HUNGER MAY FORGE

GERMAN OFFENSiVE

West Trout Most Liable to At-

tack, Says British Mjll-- .

tary Expert.

NAVAL ACT10X IOSSlBLti

American Lino Safeguarded
for Present liy yinter

Conditions.

Ily COl,. CIl.tRI.nX A.llRPl.VGTO.V.
.Spee!al cibtt Detpatch to Tus 3cm from the

London Timet.
CovyrtoM, 1917, alt rlaMt reierted.

t.oNno.v., Dec. 27. It Is tiecessary for
us to examine c!oely the German move-
ment westward to malto a preliminary
provisional Investigation of the strategi-
cal Ideas to which this movement may
correspond. Tho movement has been In
pi ogress thiee months. In the course of
which time some twenty-on- e German di-

visions have conio.west, bh well ds many
drafts. Hut ns twelve tired German di-

visions have gone east during the Same
period, three German divisions gone to
the Italian front from France and three
additional divisions to Italy from the
German eastern front, the net gain of
German nrmle.t In Franco and Iielglum
Is only six divisions.

If to these figures we add 100,000
drafts, which will not more than fill
the gaps cau.cd by MalmaUon nnd
Cambral, we have fairly described the
character of the movement JMthcrto.
How many more troops can or will come
west must depend largely upon the situ-
ation in Russia, which changes dally.
An armistice or peace, should either one
be agreed upon, would bo between the
Central Powers and tho Bolshevik usur-
pers and certainly not with Russia. The
Rolshevlkl are In a minority and there is
no Government In Ituxsl.u No ono can
say when or whether there will bo one.

The last thing the German Govern-
ment desires Is ti allow anarchistic Bol-
shevik notions to percolate Into Ger-
many. Consequently the long front of
1,200 miles must be guarded closely. On
the other hand, the risk of an attack
by the Russian forces Is small and a de-

cision In the west Is urgent on account
of the ImDer.dlug arrival of large Amer-
ican forces nnd because Internal condi-
tions in Germany continue to grow
worse.

Man I'onrr Qnrstloti Involved.
All things considered, wo must allow

thirty to forty moro Herman divisions
or their equivalent in draft may be des-
tined for the west or bo on their way
thither. Taking the larger figure and al-

lowing the aggregate ttrength of a Ger-
man division which seldom puts more
than 8.000 rifles lit lino nowadays with
perhaps 16.000 of all ranks, we arrive at
the figure of 610,000 ns the probable
maximum reenforccments which the
Germans may throw Into the west from
their armies In the east, but as the Ger-
man strength In the east has not been
maintained consistently and not so
many as forty divisions may be able to
leave, we can place the probable figure
of the reenforcements at 500,000 or
thereabouts.

It Is not yet certain that this state-
ment exhausts the possibility of German
reenforcement. There In n clear hint
that 200,000 Italians recently captured
are to bo set to work In German mines,
while the question of the disposal of
Russian prisoners In Germany remains
open until the terms of pence are
known. Germany certainly will not be
worse nnd may be much better off. We
can say definitely that German man
power, that had nearcd the critical stage,
lias reached a solution for the present.

Ilnllan Line Shortened.
With the aid of Its ini' and 1520

classes tho maintenance of German
strength In 1 91 S Is reasonably nssuretl.
as.limlng eperatlous of the same general
character as those of the past two years.
The AuMm-Hungarla- n army also may
be able to provide troops for the French
front. The Austrian front against Italy
has been shortened by 10 miles by rea-
son of lecent successes. This cuts both
ways. Forty-fou- r divisions on the
Austrian-Italia- n front are ample for de-

fensive purposes, but not many can be
drawn from the Russian front, since
south and southwest Russia Is a box of
surprises.

All the same we must admit that ten
Austrian divisions may come to France,
and Alsace would be their natural des-
tination owing to the character of rail-
road connections provided, if Switzer-
land remains outside the w.-t-r operations.
An Austrian army of 200,000 or 250,000
In Alsace In the spring Is not an un-

attainable Ideal. We certainly must
calculate upon the possibility of Ger-
man reenforcement In France to the
number of 7r0,00' men With this
newly acquired reserve Field Marshal
von Hlndentrurg will be able to survey
the field afresh.

IIIndenburg"s alternatives ate an over-
sea attack upon Kngland, tho renewal
of the German Flanders offensive, an
attack upon tho Rrltlsh front In France,
an attack upon the French or Belgians
or Americans when they come Into the
line of operations, a drive through
Switzerland, a decisive blow In Italy, a
thrust at Salonlca or finally the recovery
of Turkish losses In tho Bast. Thero Is
a wide choice, and ns the troops are
available It Is ponlble more than ons
of tho operations may be undertaken at
the same time, provided tho Germans
nre not forestalled In the attack by the
Allies.

Allies Still Superior.
It also must be said that although the

Austro-Germa- n reenforccments named
nt least may equalize the fighting
strength In Prance they do not provide
superiority needed for a decisive stroke
If the Anglo-Frenc- h defences are not
neglected. The result of tho fighting of
1916 and 1917 has been to give the
Allies the best ground for defensive
purposes In the most Important sectors,
while the strength of the allied aerial
forces and the great weight of the allied
artillery and machine guns has rendered
tho German attacks more costly than
ever,

We do not know whether such great
attacks nre contemplated. Germany
cannot afford to loae half a million men
on an uncertain gain. The theory has
been that the submarine would bring;
about our downfall and that a great
German attack was needless. Much de-
pends upon whether this opinion still Is
entertn'lned. There also ts a body of
German opinion that suggests a genernl
attack everywhere In the west to In-

cline ua to peace. Yet another body of
opinion, governed by Jealousy and the
pride of an attack upon KnJand, favors
an Invasion above all else.

The seasons and the ground will in-

fluence the decision. There Is not much
prospect of success for an offensive In
Flanders 'before March or April, The
Vosgea theatre Is not attractive In win-
ter, although the Alplnl debouched In
the Trentlno In January.

Present day nrmles are so large and
they require so much room they would
not willingly choose the Tyrol as a
Jumping off place before May. By April
Palestine; and Mesopotamia, the Jtter

German Plot to Seize
Brazilian City Is Foiled

PUENOS AYRES, Dec. 27.
Despatches received here from

Florfnnopolis, Brazil, say that a
largo number of German con-
spirators havo been arrested, fol-
lowing the 'discovery of a plot to
overthrow tho local authorities.
All the Germans were armed.
They had been meeting at various
times under the pretext that they
were members of a German so-
ciety.

(

Florianopolis is on the coast of
southern Brazil, in the State of
Santa Cntharina. The townhas
a population of 20,000.

especially, will be less attractive the-
atres for the enemy.

It miy be said generally that, al-
though the new means at the disposal
of the enemy on the western front may
shear away our always too narrow mar-
gin of numerical superiority and con-
sequently may' throw us temporarily,
and In certain rectors, upon tho de-

fensive they will not offer to the enemy
In the aggregate thnt crushing superior-
ity of men and guns that this war
shows Is necessary against troops

and confident In spirit. There-
fore we listen with equanimity to the
Kalier's boast of mailed fists and shin-
ing swords and ask nothing better than
that he try to make them good. Bruised
knuckles and blunted edges are all Ger-
man fists nnd swords have won in the
wcrt hitherto.

In spite of many changes In tactical
methods the Germans havo remained
faithful to their old dlsllko for a parallel
order of battle. On every suitable oc-

casion they have sought to apply their
favorable' enveloping movements. There
arc not many places on the western
front where such tactics now can be
used, but there are some. The Italian
theatre Is a notable Instance, but
whether the Austrlans are capable of
utilizing the advantage either now or
In May Is ono of tho secrets of the
future. It Is comforting to western
Venetla that the four great towns It
contains should have been saved from
Invasion by the renowned valor of the
Italian arms, but from a purely military
viewpoint tho line of the Adlge Is far
from Italy's stiongest,

Importance nf Sirltsrrland.
The present dispositions ofthe Allies

In Italy arc not advantageous for either
attack or defence, but they are not
seriously disadvantageous.

Wo all havo avoided reference to
Switzerland during the war as well as
we could, but at the present stage In
the development of the enemy's strategy
Switzerland becomes of first rato Im-

portance. We have only to Imagine the
Germans In possession tq perceive the
possible consequences, not only on the
.lura front toward which run four rail-

roads and twelve good roads through
the Swiss plains but also the Piedmont
and allied ormles on the Plnve.

ur knowledge of Germany teaches
that her actions are goerned solely by
military considerations. She may hold
that as she Is outcast nmong civilized
nations she may as well hang the Swiss
sheep as the Belgian lamb. The likeli-
hood of Switzerland retaining her Inde-
pendence after the war rests entirely,
upon the visor with which she resists
a violation of her neutrality now.

We must admit, owing to the grave
'political and military misfortunes dur
ing the last year, that we snail De nan:
to be beset hard In the west, all the
harder If German headquarters has dis-

covered that hunger will ruin Germany
before thT? submarine can decisively In-

jure u. In this case obviously- - a Ger-
man military victory must be sought,
however cosily and however difficult to
obtain on the principle that nothing
better can be done. Also It Is almost
certain In cae of a desperate decision
that the German naval arm will not
remain unused.

Allies Slofe Strongly I'nllcd.
Ti offset German concentration and

German boasts wo havo the cordial
union with our nllles, who havo proved
their alor nnd tenacity. Their armies
and the great American reserve are In
the main theatn-- . Three great leaders,
TTalg, Petnln and Pershing, command
them. They nre backed by a general
staff of great experience and Judgment.

YEAR IN PRISON PROFITABLE.

.Man Offered (1,.-,I-M Jlo allies on
llellcr Ins ruled In Cell.
fpteinl luspatch to Tub Scn.

I.kaven worth, Kan., Dec. 27, Edwin
II. Mcndcndorp was released from the
Federal penitentiary yesterday afternoon
on the completion of a term of one year
on a cliargo or robbing the malls and
left for New York city to complete the
sale of n patent perfected by him while
In prison.

Mendendorp has worked out n device
to ne ueil as nn nccessorv In feeding
mnv'ng picture machines whereby tho
feeding can Pe done automatically. A
New York firm has offered him 6,."00
ami royalties for the patent. He was
brought hero from Grand Rapids, Mich.
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feel as though I'd suddenly
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whole."

Pretty nice compliment
to our tailoring.

Dress suits. Ready-to-we- ar

to-nig- ht.

Trie about half a good tailor's.

Dress overcoats, silk
mufflers, silk hats, silk
waistcoats, patent leathers.

Csnei Jut now at reduced prices.

Army officers' uniforms.

Rogers Peet Company'
Broadway, Broadway
at 13th St. "The at 34th St.

Four
Broadway Corners" Fifth Ave.
at Warren ataistSt.

TEUTONS IGNORE

OUR BASIC DEMANDS

Continued from First Pane.

The German object primarily Is to keep
up the Illusion at home, that the war Is
being waged for defence against ag-

gression nnd to provide assistance" for
elements in enemy" countries which can
be relied upon to stir up pacifist senti-
ment against Governments directing the
prosecution of the war.

Count Ciernln'a terms are regarded
by officials here as having been outlined
with studied cunning for the purpose Ot
strengthening home opinions in support
?f thl Central powers and ror the added

Turpoa of appealing to pacifists and
Socialist In enemy territory.

A casual reading of the terms gives
the impression, It Is admitted, that Ger-
many and her Allies are making a liberal
offer, which at least shows a spirit of
promising conciliation. But closo scru
tiny of the terms in the light or Infor-
mation at this Government's disposal
places them in another light, according
to Government officials.

Xo Reparation for Beldam.
In the first place It Is declared that

the familiar German vagueness Is every-
where evident and that It Is Impossible
to ascertain definitely Just what the
terms mean or how they would be made
effective. The catch word "Without
forcible annexations and Indemnities"
has been used now by the Berlin Foreign
Office for months.

Some of the neutral diplomats In
Europe have bought to find out If pas-
sible how th Is -- would apply to Belgium,
for example. It developed that all man-
ner of stipulations and German made
provisions would be Incorporated In any
plan to return Belgium.

Incidentally there Is nothing In Count
Czernln's terms which' provide for
reparation for wrong done to Belgium.
Apparently this Is now such a delicate
subject In German political circles that
the Central Powers have purposely kept
aloof from It.

Count Czernln's statement that Ger-
many and her allies condemned the
"continuation of war for conquest" is
an obvious repetition, It Is explained, of
the German charge that her enemies
were the aggressors and were waging
a war of conquest

Belgium Is again Indirectly referred to
by Count Czernln when he says that it
Is not the Intention of the Central Pow-
ers to "deprive the political Independence
of thoso nations which lost It during the
war."

.Nothing .rrr In Proposals,
But this idea has been stated and re-

stated In Germany, and contains nothing
whatever newt Is explained, upon which
to base nn assumption that the Central
Powers were veering toward the pece
goal which the Entente and tho United
States have established as the only end
for tho conflict.

No provision Is made In Count
Czernln's terms for the return to France,
of Alsace-Ixirraln- e, which Is regarded
hero a condition that must bo met as
a preliminary to any peace, agreement,
an understanding declared by President
Wilson In his message to Congress. In
tho light of the extraordinary efforts
Germany hns been making to rid thoie
provinces of French inhabitants. It is be-

lievable here tlU Germany may propose
a plebiscite of Inhabitants, relying upon
the vote of German soldiers and the Im-

ported German population, but such a
proposal probably would be rejected by
the United States and her .cobelllgerents.

BULGARIA WON'T YIELD.,
Kino; Ferdinand Opposed to Czer-

nln Peace Ideas.
AMSTsnnAM, Dec. 27. The Ideas of

King Ferdinand of Bulgaria about an-
nexations are very different from those
expounded by fount Czernln, the

orclgn Minister, at lircst-Lltovs-

Th .Yri- - Freift Prcssa (Vienna)
quotes him ns saying that Bulgaria
would hold what she had won.

PLANT IS CONDEMNED.

Mold to Jlnvr t'hargrd -- I Times
the Cost of Work.

The Rase Sorting Plant, named by
Quartermaster-Genera- l Sharpe as one
cif the linns with which tho Government
had cancelled a contract for sorting'
woollen scraps, has been condemned, It
was said last night, by members of the
American Association of Woollen and
Worsted Manufacturers.

Tho association asserts that the Base
Plant could have done the work for a
quarter of a cent a pound, whoreas the
price charged to the Government was 6

cents a pound.
The Company was formed, according

to mercantile agency reports, for the
purpose of collecting nnd shipping rags
and wool stock to be converted Into cloth
for use In the army.
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VIOLENT THRUST

AT VERDUN FAILS

German Shock Battalions In
Caurieres Wood Suffer

Heavy Losses.

STRUGGLE IS NOT ENDED

French Trench Taken at One

Point bnt Enemy Fails to
Retain Gnin.

liONDO.v, Deo. 27, An attack In un-

usual force was delivered yesterday br
the Germans north of Caurieres wood.
In the Verdun sector about two miles
north of Fort Douaumont, where th
fiercest fighting for Verdun took plae
In 1916.

After a very violent bombardment two
shock battalions of Germans were sent
forward but were dispersed. They rd

to the attack, however, and sue
ceeded In reaching the French lines but
were ejected after losing heavily. Bcr
lln says regarding this fighting:

Northwest of Bezonvaux (Verdun
sector), after strong artillery and
mtno firing preparation, Regiments of
the Guards Division carried out a suc-
cessful operation. In the morning
reconnoitring detachments penetrated
the French line. In the afternoon

i several companies, supported by flame
throwers and part of a storming bat-
talion, accompanied by Infantrr and
battle planes, stormed two enemy first
trenches on a, width of 900 meters. A

French counter attack broke down
with heavy losses.

After blowing up numerous shelters
the storming troops returned, accord-
ing to order, to their former positions
with 100 prisoners and some machine
guns.

A French detachment which reached
our front trenches to the north of Ober
Burnhaupt was driven back In a hand
to hand encounter.

Battle Continue".
The French report reads:

On the right bank of the Meus
(Verdun front) tho artillery battle
continues on the front north of Cau-

rieres wood.
Information now at hand shows that

the attack carried out yesterday by
the Germans In this region was very
violent. After strong artillery prepara-
tion the enemy sent forward two
shock battalions. They wero dis-
persed by the French fire. In th
second attempt parto of the enemy
troops succeeded In approaching our
positions, but Immediately were ejected

'in a spirited engagement.
The enemy dead remaining on the

ground between the lines and In the
wire entanglements demonstrated tha
Importanco of the losses suffered by
the Germans, who left prisoners In our
hands.

Cans Lively on British Front.
The British ofTtclal communication Is-

sued this evening says:
With the exception of artillery ac-

tivity north of St. Quentln, in the
neighborhood of Arras and lesslnes,
and east of Ypres, there Is nothing
of Interest to report.

The German statement on th
British front follows:

Western Theatre, Front of Crown
Prince Rupprecht On the British
front fighting activity was lively at
times at Houtholst Wood, on the north
bank of the l,s and near Moeuvrea
and Marcolnp.

NEW YORK AIR CADET KILLED.

Aldrn Davison Falls on First At-

tempt to Spiral Doitn,
Fort Worth, Tex.. Dec. 27. Cadet

Alden Davison, an American aviator,
son of Henry .1. Davison of S7." Pari:
avenue. New York city, w.-i- kilted nt
Hicks Field hero When
making his flr.t attempt at n spiral
descent Davijum fell several hundred
feet, after losing control of his machln:".

Alden Davison was one of the first
three Americans to receive the Croix de
Guerre for gallantry under lire while
eervlmr with the American Ambulance
Corps in France. He saw much of tlm
fighting at Verdun and other hotly con-
tested sectors of the western front.
After completing his service in France
Davison returned home and enlisted In
the Aviation Corps of the United State.
Army and was ent to the Fort Worth
flying school for Instruction after con- -

; pletlng the ground school nork.
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